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This project investigates result lexicalization in French creation event expression, with a
particular focus on the material/product alternation, a lesser-studied type of syntactic al-
ternation. The starting point is the observation that French, like other Romance languages,
is commonly characterized as verb-framed in Talmy’s typology and therefore often assumed
to show restrictions on non-verbal result encoding. At the same time, creation event de-
scriptions provide a domain in which considerable variation can be observed. For instance, a
created product may be realized as the direct object, as in Marie a sculpté une poupée dans
du bois ‘Marie carved a doll from wood’, or inside a resultative PP, as in Marie a sculpté
le bois en (une) poupée ‘Marie carved the wood into a doll. However, these options are not
equally available across verbs: with plier ‘fold’, French readily allows Marie a plié le papier
en bateau ‘Marie folded the paper into a boat’, whereas direct-object realization of the prod-
uct is much less natural. Where such restrictions apply, the relevant meaning components
may instead be distributed across a biclausal structure, as in Marie a plié le papier pour en
faire un bateau ‘Marie folded the paper in order to make a boat from it’.

The study examines how the distribution of these options may be conditioned in French.
In doing so, it draws on several strands of previous work: cognitive-typological research on
lexicalization patterns, decompositional approaches to the linguistic encoding of manner and
result, research on resultative constructions in Romance, and cross-linguistic work on creation
event descriptions. These perspectives provide the basis for preliminary classifications of
the relevant verb classes, prepositions and resultative-PP types, which are then examined
empirically in the experiments.

The main empirical part of the project is based on production and acceptability judgment
experiments. The production data are used to investigate which strategies speakers choose
when describing creation events and which factors condition these choices. The judgment
data provide insight into the availability of non-canonical structures and help to distinguish
lexeme-specific restrictions from potentially more general patterns.

On the theoretical side, the project is concerned with two main aspects. First, it sets out
to propose conceptual representations for the event descriptions under study and to examine
selected aspects of the lexical-semantic form of the verbs and prepositions involved. Second,
it explores how material- and product-denoting participants are mapped onto grammatical
functions. The analysis draws on Conceptual Semantics and Lexical Mapping Theory within
Lexical-Functional Grammar.

A further perspective concerns possible effects of contact with English and French—English
bilingualism. This bilingual setting provides a relevant context for investigating whether
restrictions considered typical of French may be affected by influence from a language that is
commonly classified as satellite-framed in Talmy’s typology. This part of the project builds
on theoretical considerations concerning language dominance and contact-induced structural
change and provides experimental data from bilingual speakers.

On a more general level, the study contributes to questions concerning the relation be-
tween conceptual structure, lexical meaning, and argument realization, while also asking how
these relations may be affected by bilingualism and language contact.
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