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Productivity, one of the defining features of human language (Hockett, 1960), encompasses language users’ ability to create new words, such as new names for new concepts. 


Novel objects can for example be described by phrases that specify the object’s salient features or its presumed function. Novel hybrid objects, objects that are composed of two identifiable parts, might also elicit novel nominal compounds, concatenations of the labels for the object’s compenents in languages that employ compounding as a means of word formation.


Nominal compounding is one of the most basic word formation processes, and as such generally favoured over derivational processes (Mühlhäusler, 1986). Especially in Germanic languages, compounding is quite frequently employed, allowing for a variety of relations between the compound’s parts (Downing, 1977), and enriching the languages’ vocabularies with lexicalized compounds, such as butterfly, as well as with novel compounds, ad-hoc coinages, such as paper fly, that are created effortlessly on the fly by language users.


Using hybrid picture stimuli, that is, digitally manipulated photographs depicting hybrid objects composed of two equally salient components, this study investigates labelling choices among German adults, exploring the influences of response mode, i.e. oral or written production, age and education on production patterns. The study is part of a larger research project that aims to explore linguistic, cognitive and developmental aspects of novel object processing in a broader range of languages and populations.
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