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Goethe	  spielt	  Goethe	  

	  
The	   essay	   deals	   with	   a	   recurrent	   motif	   in	   Goethe’s	   autobiographical	   writings:	   In	  
Dichtung	   und	   Wahrheit	   (1811-‐1833),	   Italienische	   Reise	   (1816/1817;	   1829),	   and	   in	  
Campagne	   in	  Frankreich	  1792/Belagerung	  von	  Mainz	  (1822)	  we	  encounter	  episodes	   in	  
which	  the	  protagonist	  masks	  and	  unmasks	  himself.	  The	  analysis	  focusses	  especially	  on	  
the	   crucial	   moments	   of	   unmasking.	   I	   argue	   that	   it	   is	   exactly	   in	   these	  moments	   when	  
Goethe	  ‚plays‘	  Goethe	  pretending	  that	  he	  unveils	  the	  ‚real‘	  Goethe	  whereas	  these	  acts	  of	  
putting	   down	   the	   mask	   should	   be	   rather	   interpreted	   as	   effective	   moments	   of	   a	  
performative	  self-‐construction.	  Obviously,	  an	  audience	  is	  needed	  to	  confirm	  that	  Goethe	  
really	  is	  Goethe.	  	  
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