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Philosophical playthings? Balloons and the play of ideas

The invention of the balloon in 1783 led to a brief craze and much play of ideas.
From that original playfulness, Romantic poets use balloons for an aerial
imagination that doubles up work and play. As balloons miniaturise into toys,
associations between children and balloons are established which become
philosophically rich in the 20thC. Using a selection of literature, art and films to
explore what balloons convey as ludic objects, I suggest they carry philosophical and
poetic functions that represent imagination at work - and at play.
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