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Lensable Belief or Friends of Maria in the 1960s Queer Underground Film Scene 

	
  
In	
   this	
   talk,	
   I	
   argue	
   that	
   the	
   relationships	
   among	
   key	
   members	
   of	
   the	
   1960s	
   American	
  
underground	
  film	
  and	
  theater	
  scene	
  were	
  mediated	
  through	
  a	
  shared	
  interest	
  in	
  Hollywood	
  
stars,	
  foremost	
  among	
  them	
  the	
  Dominican-­‐born	
  star	
  of	
  1940s	
  fantasy	
  films	
  Maria	
  Montez.	
  
The	
  writings,	
   films	
   and	
   performances	
   of	
   such	
   figures	
   as	
   Jack	
   Smith,	
   Ronald	
  Tavel,	
  Mario	
  
Montez,	
   Andy	
  Warhol,	
   and	
   Taylor	
   Mead	
   abound	
   not	
   only	
   with	
   references	
   to	
   stars	
   from	
  
Hollywood’s	
  Golden	
  Age,	
  but	
  also	
  with	
  examples	
  of	
  the	
  creative	
  potential	
  of	
  star	
  worship.	
  
My	
  work	
  on	
  star	
  worship	
  in	
  the	
  1960s	
  underground	
  is	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  chapter	
  of	
  my	
  current	
  book	
  
manuscript	
   on	
   the	
   role	
   of	
   gossip	
   as	
   an	
   indiscreet	
   means	
   of	
   circulating	
   Hollywood	
   star	
  
images	
   within	
   queer	
   counterpublics.	
   I	
   argue	
   that	
   gossip	
   is	
   not	
   simply	
   a	
   means	
   of	
   oral	
  
communication	
   but	
   a	
   speculative	
   logic	
   of	
   thought	
   apposite	
   to	
   cinema	
   and	
   central	
   to	
   the	
  
construction	
   of	
   identity	
   and	
   intimacy	
   in	
   queer	
   counterpublics.	
   This	
   chapter,	
   “Lensable	
  
Belief,”	
  focuses	
  on	
  the	
  concept	
  of	
  belief	
  as	
  a	
  key	
  both	
  to	
  understanding	
  the	
  function	
  of	
  star	
  
worship	
   in	
   the	
   Underground	
   and	
   to	
   characterizing	
   the	
   epistemological	
   arrangement	
   of	
  
gossip.	
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