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Chinese Philosophy – one semester (13 weeks) (since 2018) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]lecturer: Katerina Gajdosova PhD, Vaclav Valtr
A mandatory course for 1st and 2nd year sinology students; open as facultative to all CUNI students – usually about one third of the class are philosophy and religious studies students.
Annotation:
The one-semester course focuses provides a general overview of the history of Chinese philosophy from the earliest times to the encounter with Western thought at the end of the empire. The course outlines the fundamentals and specifics of Chinese thought, its dissemination, argumentation, and conceptual apparatus. Particular attention is paid to the Warring States period as determinative of the subsequent developments. The course traces the principal works and figures of Chinese intellectual history, placing them in historical context and the cultural and social development of Chinese elites over the centuries. 
Exam: regular class attendance, oral exam (single major Sinology); regular class attendance, written test (double major and non-Sinology majors)
Syllabus: 
1. Introduction to the problem (the beginning of philosophical inquiry, the specificity of the history of Chinese thought, categorization, periodization, the nature of texts and their dissemination, the tradition of commentators, philology vs. philosophy) 
2. History of the earliest Chinese thought - Shang dynasty and oracle bone inscriptions (jiaguwen), ancestral cult. Western Zhou thought and the Chunqiu period (received texts, bronze inscriptions - jinwen), questions of ruler’s virtue, the cult of ancestors and its transformations, ritualism)
3. Introduction to the Warring States thought (social changes, the rise of the shi 士 class, the question of schools, the dissemination of texts and editorial practice, the authenticity of transmitted texts, excavated texts, the conceptual apparatus of the Warring States, the fundamental concepts of Chinese thought and their possible transformations)
4. Main strands of the Warring States period thought and their influence (introduction to key texts - Lunyu, Mengzi, Xunzi, canonical texts)
5. Anti-traditionalist strands of thought (Zhuangzi, Laozi, Hanfezi, Huang-Lao texts)
6. The arrival of Buddhism in China (basic Buddhist principles, history of Buddhism, dissemination, early Chinese translations)
7. Development of Buddhism (sects and schools, intellectual development, Xuanzong, Chan, persecution of Buddhism under Wuzong and decline)  
8. Six Dynaties Period Thought (interaction of Buddhism and Daoism, development of Daoism from Zhanguo to Xuanxue, Wang Bi, Guo Xiang, Confucianism in the Six Dynasties)
9. The revival of Confucianism under the Tang and Song - reaction to Buddhism, cosmology and numerology, syncretism, daoxue, Zhu Xi
10. Ming Dynasty thought - Wang Yangming and the "school of mind", influence on Japan and Korea
11. Qing orthodoxy and critical thought - conservative currents and canon, Wang Fuzhi, philology and critical thought
12. Radical transformation of worldview at the end of the empire - encounter with Western tradition, reception of Western thought, paradigm shift on the threshold of modern times
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