University of Macau
Faculty of Arts and Humanities
Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies
Philosophy and Humour
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Instructor: Dr. Dimitra Amarantidou

	Course Code
	TBA

	Course Title
	Philosophy and Humour

	Course Description, including
Aims, Objectives
	This course offers an overview of humour in Western and Chinese philosophies. It looks at humour in philosophical works, as well as at philosophers’ expressed attitudes to humour, and covers major contemporary philosophical theories and explanations of humour. Philosophy offers a great set of tools to help us understand humour, while, at the same time, humour is one of the most engaging ways to think on major philosophical questions.  

	Course Content
(topic outline)
	Humour is an indispensable aspect of our life and interaction with others, and therefore a topic worth exploring and understanding. But what is humour and how does it work? Many theorists have tried to tackle this question from different perspectives. In this course we take the philosophical perspective to look at, appreciate, and understand humour. The course offers an overview of the different ways in which philosophers have understood and used humour, as well as the different theories put forth by philosophers to explain humour. The course is therefore a philosophical introduction to humour, but also a “humorous” introduction to philosophy. We will look at attitudes to humour, as well as uses and analyses of humour in the classical Greek, Roman, and later Western philosophical traditions. We will also look at humour in the two major Chinese philosophical traditions, Confucianism and Daoism, while we will also discuss humour in the work of the father of the term youmo 幽默 (humour) in Chinese, the satirist and philosopher Lin Yutang 林語堂. 

	Intended Learning Outcomes
	Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Define philosophical theories of humour and describe its role in human life and interactions.
2. Explain various uses of and attitudes toward humour in Western and Chinese philosophical traditions.
3. Identify major philosophers and texts in Western and Chinese traditions that implement or discuss humour.
4. Interpret philosophical ideas from Western and Chinese traditions from the perspective of humour.
5. Compare diverse understandings and expressions of humour in different cultures.

	Assessment
	In-class participation
	10%

	
	In-class quizzes
	20%

	
	Midterm examination
	30%

	
	Final examination
	40%

	Prerequisites
	None

	


Basic Reading List
	[image: ]     Compulsory Reading 
-Harbsmeier, C. (1990). “Confucius Ridens: Humor in the Analects,” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 50(1).
-Lin, Y. (1945). With Love and Irony, Blue Ribbon Books. (selected chapters)
-Lin, Y. (1935, 2006). My Country and My People, Hesperides Press. (selected chapters)
-MacDonald, P. (2013). The Philosophy of Humour, Humanities-Ebooks. (selected chapters)
-Moeller, H-G. (2008). “Idiotic Irony in the ‘Zhuangzi’,” CLEAR 30.
-Morreall, J. (2009). Comic Relief: A Comprehensive Philosophy of Humor, Wiley. (selected chapters)
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