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1. Course Description
This GE undergraduate course provides a broad overview of Asian philosophies. It offers students a general introduction to the worldviews, key concerns, and concepts of the most influential philosophical schools in Asia. It combines a historical approach with a themes-based approach, presenting and comparing the various philosophical proposals in their respective historical contexts, and looking at their unique characteristics through six (6) perspectives: agency, otherworldliness, focus on reason/emotion, predictability, contingency, and authority. Students will work closely with passages from foundational texts (in the original and/or translations) to tease out important ideas and ways of formulating and thinking about metaphysical, epistemological, and ethical questions. Moreover, students will be exposed to diverse scholarly interpretations on the respective key tenets and notions of the examined Asian philosophies. 

2. Aim
The aim of this course is to familiarize students with key figures, texts, and core philosophical ideas and vocabularies of some of the most important philosophical schools in Asia. The course also aims to offer students opportunities to enhance their critical thinking, by exposing them to the plurality of scholarly views on the most important aspects of the philosophical proposals of the examined traditions.  

3. Requirements
The class will combine lecture sequences and discussions in English, so students are strictly required to have sufficient command of academic English. They are expected to complete each lesson’s reading or other assignment in advance, and to bring their reading material with them in class. Students are required to engage with the texts and other materials, and actively contribute to class discussions. They are also encouraged to bring any questions regarding taught material to class, so that other students, with similar questions, can also have the opportunity to clarify difficult points. 

4. Attendance and Lateness Policy
Students are expected to attend classes regularly and on time. Attendance will be checked at the very beginning of class. Missing one or more classes makes it increasingly difficult, if not impossible, to keep up with the material. Attendance and punctuality will affect your grade (see course evaluation). Being absent for 20% of the course - 3 classes - with no justification and supporting documents will result in a failing grade. If you are late to a class (more than 30 minutes), this will count as an absence as well. There will not be any make-up quizzes or special provisions for excused or unexcused absences. In severe and justified exceptional cases, the teacher will offer a make-up quiz or written examination, equal in terms of difficulty to the original exam. 
.
5. Support for Underperforming Students and Warning Letters
According to UM regulations, a list of underperforming students shall be submitted by the
teacher to the relevant office by the end of week 6 each semester. Low performance is defined by the following criteria: (i) poor attendance (ii) academic dishonesty (iii) low language proficiency, and (iv) problematic behaviour in classrooms. With respect to point (i), please note that once a student has missed 2 classes (around 10% of in-class contact hours), a warning letter should be issued by the instructor; once a student has missed 3 classes (around 20% of in-class contact hours), a warning letter will be issued by the Assistant Dean for Student Affairs.

6. Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Name key figures, texts, and concepts of each of the examined philosophical schools. 
2. Understand and use the philosophical terminology employed by each of the presented schools.
3. Summarize some of the diverse scholarly interpretations of the core teachings of the examined philosophical schools. 
4. Systematically compare the different philosophical proposals through a set of criteria and in the context of their interactions. 
5. Have a broad understanding of the key concerns and core values that shaped the development of each of the examined philosophical schools.

7. Assessment Criteria
Students need to demonstrate: acquisition of the learning content through clear and fluent usage and presentation of philosophical ideas and terminology; ability to reflect on and systematically compare the examined philosophies, as well as different scholarly views on the examined philosophies. 


8. Evaluation
Class participation: 10%
Quizzes: 30%
Midterm examination: 20%
Final examination: 40%

9. Quizzes
This course requires students to take in-class and online quizzes, and complete exercises. Students are expected to check the course activities on UMMoodle, and to submit their assignments by the designated deadline. In case of failure to submit on-line quizzes by the deadline, no make-up will be offered. The teacher will give timely feedback on both on-line and in-class quizzes. 

10. Midterm and Final Examinations
The midterm examination covers learning material from Week 1 to Week 8, and it comprises a set of true/false, multiple choice, and short-essay questions. The final examination covers the entirety of the learning material (Week 1 to Week 14), and consists of a combination of multiple choice, true/false, and short-essay questions.

11. Grade Distribution
Letter Grades Grade Points Percentage

	Letter Grades
	Grade Points
	Percentage

	A
	4.0 (superior)
	93-100

	A-
	3.7
	88-92

	B+
	3.3
	83-87

	B
	3.0 (good) 
	78-82

	B-
	2.7
	73-77

	C+
	2.3
	68-72

	C
	2.0 (average)
	63-67

	C-
	1.7
	58-62

	D+
	1.3
	53-57

	D
	1.0 (pass)
	50-52

	F
	0 (fail)
	Below 50



12. Materials
REQUIRED READINGS:
-An electronic version of selected readings from textbooks and other sources will be available on UMMoodle. All the material uploaded on Moodle is compulsory reading, and constitutes material for quizzes and examinations.
- Teacher’s Power Point presentations uploaded on Moodle will provide the structure for approaching the reading material. They also constitute compulsory reading.
Reading List
Angle, S. C., and J. Tiwald (2017). Neo-Confucianism: A Philosophical Introduction, Polity.
D’Ambrosio, P. J. (2016). “Wei-Jin Period Xuanxue ‘Neo-Daoism’: Re-working the Relationship Between Confucian and Daoist Themes.” Philosophy Compass 11(11). 
Feng, Youlan (FungYu-lan) 馮友蘭 (1998). Selected Philosophical Writings, Foreign Language Press.
Harvey, P. (2012). An Introduction to Buddhism: Teachings, History and Practices, CUP.

Keown, D. (1996). Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction, OUP. 

Klostermaier, K. K. (2007). Hinduism: A Beginner’s Guide, Oneworld Publications.Kupperman, J. J. (2006). Classic Asian Philosophy, OUP. 
Moeller, H-G. (2004). Daoism Explained: From the Dream of the Butterfly to the Fishnet Allegory, Open Court.  
Puett, M., and Christine Gross-Loh (2016). The Path: What Chinese Philosophers Can Teach Us About the Good Life, Simon and Schuster.  
Rosemont, H. (2012). A Reader’s Companion to the Confucian Analects, Palgrave Pivot.  












DETAILED COURSE SCHEDULE
	Week
	School of Thought
	Content
	Assignment/Classwork

	1
	
	Course Overview
	

	2
	Hindu Philosophy I
	Life and Death 
The Question of the Self: “Atman is Brahman” 
	Kupperman, pp. 3-11
(pp. 12-21 not compulsory)

	3
	Hindu Philosophy II
	The Four Stages of Knowledge 
Liberation from Rebirth (mokṣa)
The Great Epic Mahabharata: The Bhagavadgita  
	Klostermaier, pp. 103-111 & 58-60
Movie screening & discussion
The Mahabharata (1989) Dir. Peter Brook (excerpts)

	4
	Confucianism I
	Humans Broaden the Way: 
The Philosophy of Confucius 
	Puett, Chapter 3
Rosemont, 1-3, 48-53

	5
	Confucianism II
	Mengzi (Mencius): Dealing with a Complex Reality
Xunzi: Structuring the World and Oneself
	Puett, Chapters 4 & 8

	6
	Daoism I
	The Laozi or Daodejing: How Things Can Work Well
Images in the Laozi
	Moeller, pp. 24-36

	7
	Daoism II
	The Zhuangzi: Going with Transformation
Skill Masters in the Zhuangzi
	Puett, Chapter 7

	8
	Mid-Term Exam
	Classes 1-7
	

	9
	Neo-Daoism I
	Introduction to the School of Dark Learning 
(Xuanxue 玄學) or Neo-Daoism
Key figures, texts, and concepts
	D’Ambrosio, “Agency in Xuanxue Thought” I


	10
	Neo-Daoism II
	Rethinking the Relation 
Between Confucianism and Daoism
	D’Ambrosio, “Agency in Xuanxue Thought” II


	11
	Buddhism I
	Siddhartha Gautama
The Four Noble Truths
The Eightfold Path
	Keown, pp. 43-55
Harvey, pp. 68-72
(Harvey, pp. 32-39 
not compulsory)

	12
	Buddhism II
	Karma and Rebirth
The Buddhist Universe

	Keown, pp. 28-39
Movie screening & discussion
Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter and… Spring (2003)
Dir. Kim Ki-duk

	13
	Neo-Confucianism I 
	Neo-Confucian Metaphysics and Ethics:
What is the Deeper Level of Reality? 
How and Why Should We Be Good?

Pattern Li 理 and Vital Energy Qi 氣

	Angle & Tiwald, Chapter 2, Sections 1, 2,3, and 4

	14
	Neo-Confucianism II
& Revision
	Neo-Confucianism and Chan Buddhism 
Spiritual Cultivation
The School of Principle (Lixue 理學) 
The School of Heart-Mind (Xinxue 心學)
	Feng Youlan, pp. 484-487, 489-491, and 501-504

	
	Final Exam
	Classes 1-13
	



