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In everyday social interactions, linguistic signs serve as tools of communication, enabling us to 
express our intentions to others. These intentions, described in linguistic-pragmatic theories as 
speech acts, are typically embedded in complex contextual settings and action sequences, 
including associated social commitments, that shape their function in interaction.  
 
In this talk, I will summarize a series of studies investigating the neural correlates underlying 
fine-grained distinctions between different types of speech acts across written, spoken, and 
gestural modalities, including prosodic cues in speech. The central questions are: When, in time, 
and Where, in the brain, are speech acts processed? And what can these findings tell us about 
linguistic-pragmatic theories of speech acts? 


