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Documenting Jewish Arabic Dialects of Mesopotamia

The project ‘Excavating, documenting, and analyzing linguistic relics: What do the Jewish Arabic
dialects of Mesopotamia teach us about the (linguistic) history of the region?’ investigates the
underdocumented Jewish Arabic dialects of Mesopotamia, particularly those of the galtu type
spoken for over a millennium by Jewish communities in the region. Through fieldwork, the project
aims to document these dialects and produce grammatical sketches and text samples where
data permits. It also seeks to carry out a comparative analysis to identify features that distinguish
the Jewish varieties from other galtu dialects. The findings will contribute to our understanding of
whether a Jewish dialect continuum once existed in Mesopotamia and the northern Levant, and
whether these dialects share a common ancestor or were historically in contact.

Researcher: Assaf Bar-Moshe

The Jewish Arabic Dialect of SAna (lraq)

This project documents the endangered Arabic dialect once spoken by the Jewish community of
SAna, a town on the Euphrates in western Iraqg. Distinct from both the local Muslim variety and the
Jewish dialect of Baghdad, Jewish Arabic of SAna reflects centuries of linguistic and cultural
exchange. As part of the galtu group, it shows strong Bedouin influence from the surrounding
Syro-Mesopotamian region. The study includes a detailed grammatical analysis and annotated
oral texts that illuminate the community’s traditions, history, and everyday life.

Researcher: Assaf Bar-Moshe

The Arabic Dialect of Sine (Eastern Turkey)

This project documents the Arabic dialect of Sine (Oyuklu), a linguistic enclave in the Diyarbakir
province and the only remaining Arabic-speaking village in the region. As part of the Anatolian
branch of galtu Arabic, the dialect shares features with neighbouring varieties — such as those of
Diyarbakir and the now-extinct KaSbiye —but also displays distinctive innovations. The project

offers new grammatical insights into one of the northernmost outposts of the Arabic-speaking
world.

Researcher: Shabo Talay

The Arabic Dialect of Hama (Syria)

This project reconstructs a now-extinct variety of urban Arabic once spoken in Hama (Syria).
Initiated during a research fellowship in Heidelberg, the project began with the unexpected
discovery of sixteen previously unpublished recordings attributed to Bernhard Lewin. These audio
materials, alongside Lewin’s 1966 publication and Littmann’s 1924 study, form the basis for a full
linguistic documentation. The result includes a detailed grammatical description, a glossary, and
transcriptions of texts capturing a dialect that has since disappeared due to sociopolitical
upheaval.

Researcher: Maciej Klimiuk

Digitising and Analysing Heinz Grotzfeld’s Recordings

This project focuses on the preservation and digitisation of twelve surviving cassette tapes
containing field recordings made or collected by Heinz Grotzfeld. These include rare data from
northern and central Lebanese villages — notably from the Biga$ Valley, Mount Lebanon, and the
Anti-Lebanon —as well as recordings from the region south of Tripoli. Among them are unique
materials from BiSmizzin, most likely recorded by Michel Jiha between 1958 and 1960. The archive
also includes a tape with Muslim Arabic from Aleppo and Christian Arabic from Bloudan (Syria). In
addition to digitisation, the project will provide metadata and transcriptions, ensuring the
accessibility of this valuable legacy of early Semitic dialectological fieldwork.

Researchers: Maciej Klimiuk, Ahmad Alkhaled




