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From modality to aspect: How saber
became a habitual marker
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Introduction

Influence of contextual

properties over time

In addition to its well-attested modal meaning (cf. 1), the periphrasis saber ‘to know’ + infinitive can
express habitual aspect (cf. 2) in some Latin American Spanish varieties (cf. Kany 1945, Di Tullio 2006,
Pfander 2009, Enriguez Duque 2021).
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(2) Aquia las tres de la tarde saben dar pan, café, monedas. (habituality) | | | | | | | |
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- What linguistic factors brought about the semantic extension of saber + infinitive? = 00 | | | |
_ ime? '
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lural / = / -
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- The results of the multinomial regression analyses show that the effects of the contextual

parameters on the reanalysis of saber are significant. S e le Ct e d R efe re n Ces

(+) AdvRestrictor increases the likelihood of both habitual (B = 4.02, p < .001) and ambivalent

readings (B = 2.53, p <.001) relative to ability readings.
(_) Control and (+) PIuraIOp increase the likelihood of habitual interpretations (B =1.33, 0 < 001: B Di Tullio, Angela L. 2006. Auxiliares y operadores aspectuales en el espafiol rioplatense. Signo

& Sena 15. 267-285.
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inanimate subjects and non-control infinitives.

= 0.86, p =.014) relative to ability readings.



