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Vorlesungsverzeichnis WS 2019
CHINESISCHE PHILOSOPHIE
16105 Kolloquium
Hans Feger
Kolloquium für chinesische Doktorand*innen
Zeit: Fr. 12:00-16:00 Uhr (Erster Termin 18.10.2019)
Ort: UG des Instituts, Habelschwerdter Allee 30

16026 Seminar / Graduate Course
SUN Xiangchen

A Modern Interpretation of Chinese Philosophy

Zeit: Mi. 10:00-12:00 Uhr (Erster Termin 16.10.2019)

Ort: UG des Instituts, Habelschwerdter Allee 30
SUN, Xiangchen (xiangchen.sun@fudan.edu.cn), 
Office hours: Wednesday 2:00pm-4:00pm (Address: Binger Str. 40)

Suggested texts:

1)
Wing-tsit Chan, A Source Book in Chinese philosophy.  Princeton: Princeton U. Press, 1969. (SB)

2)
Legge, James (tr.),The I Ching, The Book of Changes; New York: Dover Publications,1963. (BC)

3)
Legge, James(tr.). The Doctrine of the Mean, ctext.org; 

4)
Henry Rosemont, Jr. Roger T. Ames  (tr.) , The Chinese Classic of Family Reverence, Honolulu: Unversity of Hawai‘i Press, 2009.(FR)

Note: be aware of the different romanizations through pinyin and Wade-Giles.

Course Description: 
This course will provide a general framework for understanding Chinese philosophy, not just from one school or one sect’s theory. This is a completely new way to understanding Chinese philosophy, because only in a large framework can we understand why the ancient Chinese philosophers thought about these problems in this way, and make those specific theories appear in their reasonableness. This general framework is mainly established through comparison with Western philosophy. Although Western philosophy has developed many different theories, it also has its integrity. Whitehead said that the Western philosophy for two thousand years is the notes of Plato's philosophy. Of course, this holistic understanding is also based on a critical assessment of a classical canon made up of ground-breaking texts. Understanding the general framework provides us with a macro-level view, which also lays the foundation for understanding various theories. We will try to understand how Chinese philosophy is based on an ontological commitment and how it makes its general judgment about the universe. These are the commonalities of various schools. Based on such presupposition, we raise the questions such as what kind of ways of thinking will be formed, how these presupposition will affect Chinese people's understanding of language, truth and art, how Chinese people understand their life, how is ethics established, and how to understand history. Although Chinese philosophy has many genres, many doctrines, but this common ground, this big pre-set has its coherence, and the various answers will appear to be related to each other only in the context of this large presupposition. The philosophical problem means to transcend a particular people, a particular time, and a particular locale, but the answers to these questions are still limited to a certain civilization, or a certain culture. Here, the first thing we care about is not whether such an answer is good or bad, right or wrong, nor that today's Chinese are all like this, but based on classical texts to outline the overall framework, its logical coherence, and its reasonableness. Of course, this general understanding will help us better understand the relevant philosophical issues and thus understand certain Chinese phenomena.

Schedule:
Meetings 1 (10/16): Introduction.  

Meetings 2 (10/23):  Sheng-sheng（生生, Becoming）as the first category in Chinese philosophy. Yin-Yang（阴阳,）as two principles to understand the change of the world. The theory of Qi（气，Air）vs. Atomism

Meeting 3 (10/30): Sensitivity to the limitations of language. Doctrine of the Mean vs. Practical wisdom and theoretical wisdom. 

Meeting 4 (11/06): Chinese theory of Painting. From visual metaphor to taste metaphor.

Meeting 5 (11/013): Being-towards-next-generation vs. being-towards-death. being-between-generations vs.Being-in-the-world. The body and being-at-home. How to understand historicity according to being-between-generations.

Meetings 6 (11/20): Why filial piety is the principal virtue in Chinese tradition. The ontological status of Family. Enjoy as the basic state of mood. Learning and teaching as the basis of project of cross-generations. The Signification of Death in Being-between-the-generations.

Meetings 7 (11/27): The Book of Changes: The Great Appendix: Section I Chapters I-VI

Meetings 8 (12/04): The Book of Changes: The Great Appendix: Section I Chapters VII-XII

Meetings 9 (12/11): The Book of Changes: The Great Appendix: Section II Chapters I-VI

Meetings 10 (12/18): The Book of Changes: The Great Appendix: Section II Chapters VII-XII

Meetings 11 (01/08): Doctrine of Mean I：Chapters 1-11

Meetings 12(01/15): Doctrine of Mean II: Chapters 12 - 20

Meetings 13(01/22): Doctrine of Mean III:  Chapters 21 - 33

Meetings 14(01/29): Chinese Classic of Family Reverence：Chapters1-6

Meetings 15 (02/05): Chinese Classic of Family Reverence：Chapters7-11

Meetings 16(02/12): Chinese Classic of Family Reverence：Chapters12-18

Grading: 
1) Essays: Each essay should be no shorter than 8 pages and no longer than 10 pages; it should be double-spaced, printed, preferably double-sided, and stapled; and the font size should be no bigger than 12.  Please submit a hardcopy to TA in class and an electronic copy (Word version) to me.  You have the complete freedom to choose your own topic as long as it is covered in class and within the designated range of text.  In each essay, you will be expected to explain one specific point, try to make clarifications and defend this point as best as you can. Grades will depend upon how clearly you explain and how carefully and deeply you examine this point. 

2) Presentations: Students will be divided into 2- or 3-person groups.  At the beginning of each class, one group is asked to give a presentation, to introduce and recapitulate the content of the designated text and answer the question from students. Every student in this group is required to give comments or ask questions. The whole presentation should not exceed 20 minutes.

3) The final grade:  A number grade will be given to each essay or presentation.  The essay is worth 60% of the final number grade, and the presentation is worth 40% of it.
Kolloquium
Hans Feger (FU), Michael Beaney (HU) und Philippe Brunozzi (Univ. Kassel)
„Kolloquium zur chinesischen Philosophie“

Zeit: Fr. 14:00-16:00 Uhr (findet unregelmäßig statt ab 18.10., bitte anmelden)

Ort: UG des Instituts, Habelschwerdter Allee 30 
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